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Fiber optic cable transformed into a
seismograph

Overview

The technology, called distributed acoustic sensing, allows an instrument to
turn buried fiber-optic cable into thousands of virtual seismometers that can
be used to measure ground motion of the Earth and structures. Compared to
the traditional monitoring networks using inertial seismometers, the fiber-
optic approach can increase the spatial data density by orders of magnitude
and enable data. However, the vast network of undersea cables that crisscross
the world's seas could soon change this. As well as transmitting data around
the planet, they can also monitor the tectonic movements that cause
earthquakes and tsunamis. The "Fiber Optic Cable Use for Seafloor" project
(FOCUS) has. A working group convened to explore these topics; we
comprehensively examined the application of fiber optics in various aspects of
earthquake hazards, encompassing earthquake source processes, crustal
imaging, data archiving, and technological challenges. There is great potential
for fiber‐optic. Fortunately, recent advances have led to the development of
distributed acoustic sensing (DAS) systems that ingeniously repurpose fibre
optic telecommunica-tion cables into economically feasible high-density
seismic arrays. This review provides detailed synthesis and analysis of
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earthquake. In a groundbreaking shift from traditional seismic monitoring
techniques, fiber optic cables—originally laid for internet and telecom
purposes—are now proving to be invaluable tools in detecting hidden seismic
signals.
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Fiber optic cable transformed into a seismograph

Lacroix P. et al. laid a fiber optic cable on the
surface of a glacier to continuously record
rockslides, rockfalls and crevasse earthquakes for
five days. The cable was laid in the shape of a
triangle with a …

Now, a team led by researchers at Nokia Bell Labs
has advanced that technique to its ultimate
realization, turning a 4400-kilometer telecom
cable linking Hawaii to California into the …

The technology, called distributed acoustic
sensing, allows an instrument to turn buried fiber-
optic cable into thousands of virtual seismometers
…

The "Fiber Optic Cable Use for Seafloor" project
(FOCUS) has demonstrated how we can use
existing fiber-optic cables to detect small …

In a recent Science study, researchers used 15
kilometers of telecom fiber near Mendocino, Calif.,
to record the region''s biggest earthquake in five
years—capturing in fine detail …

© 2026 Indzawo Optic Connect - All rights reserved



Page 4/5

The "Fiber Optic Cable Use for Seafloor" project
(FOCUS) has demonstrated how we can use
existing fiber-optic cables to detect small
movements on the seafloor caused by tectonic
faults.

The technology, called distributed acoustic
sensing, allows an instrument to turn buried fiber-
optic cable into thousands of virtual seismometers
that can be used to measure ground motion …

Now, a team led by researchers at Nokia Bell Labs
has advanced that technique to its ultimate
realization, turning a 4400-kilometer telecom
cable …

Fiber‐optic sensing is revolutionizing Earth
sciences by transforming fiber‐optic cables into
dense arrays of potentially thousands of seismic
sensors measuring ground vibrations (Zhan, 2020;
Lindsey and …

The installation of both the fibre-optic cable and
the seismometers took few hours. However, in this
time, the fibre-optic cable provided 1,000
measurement points, and the …

Using a technique known as Distributed Acoustic
Sensing (DAS), scientists can transform thousands
of kilometers of fiber optic cables into dense
seismic sensor arrays, offering unprecedented
insights into …
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A revolution is underway in seismology that
transforms fiber-optic cables into arrays of
thousands of seismic sensors.

Distributed acoustic sensing (DAS) is an emerging
technology that repurposes a fiber-optic cable as a
dense array of strain sensors. This technology
repeatedly pings a fiber with laser pulses,
measuring …
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