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Reasons for the Chilean fiber optic
cable collapse

Overview

Malfunction in electronic and software protection systems, leading to the
disconnection of a high-voltage transmission line. A Chinese-backed undersea
cable project has ignited a fierce political and diplomatic dispute in Chile,
fracturing relations between outgoing President Gabriel Boric and President-
elect José Antonio Kast. security concerns and sanctions on Chilean officials,
led to the. — Washington revoked the visas of three senior Chilean officials —
including the transport minister — accusing them of undermining regional
security by advancing the Chile-China Express, a $500 million submarine fiber-
optic cable project connecting Valparaíso to Hong Kong. Over 90% of the
population affected; disruptions and shutdowns of critical infrastructure,
services, and industries. The 2025 Chile blackout was a major power outage
that. He declared the transition process, which began in December with
outgoing President Gabriel Boric, over after the cancellation of their scheduled
meetings and amid mutual accusations of a lack of transparency and alleged
misstatements about the cable project between China and Chile.

© 2026 Indzawo Optic Connect - All rights reserved



Page 2/4

Reasons for the Chilean fiber optic cable collapse

On February 20, the US State Department revoked
the visas of three Chilean government officials
who were in the process of authorizing a $500
million project by a Chinese …

The Achilles'' heel of the digital age lies beneath
our oceans: fragile undersea cables that, when
severed, can plunge entire regions into digital
darkness.

The trigger is the Chile-China Express, a proposed
submarine fiber-optic cable from Valparaíso to
Hong Kong backed by China Mobile, HMN
Technologies, and Hengtong Optic-Electric …

SANTIAGO, Chile, March 3 (UPI) -- A Chinese-
backed submarine fiber-optic cable project has
triggered a diplomatic dispute and an
unprecedented political rift in Chile just days
before the...

Trouble began when local media revealed that,
just weeks before the end of his term, the
administration of the left-wing president Gabriel
Boric had quietly greenlit a fibre-optic cable...
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The power failure severely impacted
transportation networks across Chile. The Santiago
Metro suspended all subway services throughout
the capital, while Arturo Merino Benítez
International …

The row, fueled by U.S. security concerns and
sanctions on Chilean officials, led to the abrupt
collapse of transition talks just days before the
handover.

SANTIAGO, Chile, March 3 (UPI) -- A Chinese-
backed submarine fiber-optic cable project has
triggered a diplomatic dispute and an
unprecedented political rift in …

Se trata de un proyecto de origen chino que
contempla la construcción de un cable de fibra
óptica, que uniría Hong Kong y la región de
Valparaíso, en Chile, y que el gobierno de Donald...

A Chinese submarine cable project has disrupted
Chile''s presidential transition, exposing the
growing impact of U.S.–China competition on
digital infrastructure.

Chile''s China-backed submarine cable raises
alarms over regional data sovereignty and
cybersecurity risks in Latin America.
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Contact Us

For more information, pricing, or custom solutions, please contact us:

Website: https://indzawo.co.za
Email: sales@indzawo.co.za
Phone: +27 71 296 8473
Address: 22 Quantum Street, Midrand, 1685, Gauteng, South Africa

This document is for informational purposes only. Specifications subject to
change without notice.
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